LITERARY  VALUES

Positive judgments in literature or in art, or in
any matters of taste, are dangerous things, Tht
crying want always is for now, fresh power to break
up the old verdicts and opinions, and set all afloat
again. *4 We must learn under the muster how to
destroy him/* The great critic gives us courage to
reverse his judgments. Dr. Johnson said that Dry-
den was the writer who first taught us to determine
the merit of composition upon principle; hut criti-
cism has been just as much at variance with itself
since Dryden's time as it was before* It is an art,
and not a science, -~ one of the forms of literary art,
wherein, us in all other forms of art, the man* unci
not the principle* is the chief factor,
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When one thinks of it, how diverse and contra-
clietory have been the judgments of even the best
critics! Behold how MacauIay'H verdicts differ from
CarlyleX (Jarlyle\H from Arnold's, Arnold's from
Frederic HarriHon'tt or Morley*s or Stephen's or
Swinburne*s; how Taine and Sainte-Beuve diverge
upon Balzac; how Kenan and Arnold diverge U|*on
Hugo; how Ixwell and Kmewoii diverge
Whitman; and how wide apart an* confet
critics about the merits of Browning, Ibsen, Tolstoi,
Lander could not tolerate Dante, and even the great;
(Joethe lold Kckcrnmnn that Danfe wa*t on** of the
authors he wits forbidden to rend. lit Bynm'.s judg-
KM It gives us that
